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September 1, 2026
Dear Moore County Child Care Director:
Partners for Children & Families is pleased to announce a new grant opportunity for licensed child care centers and homes in Moore County.
This fall, with generous funding from the Duke Energy Foundation, Partners for Children & Families will award $22,500 in grants to local child care providers. Individual grants will range from $1,000 to $5,000 and are intended to help strengthen the small businesses that provide licensed child care in our community.
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What can the grant funds be used for?
Grant funds may be used for capital investments that strengthen or improve your child care program, including equipment, technology and site improvements. Examples might include:
Classroom furniture or equipment
Playground equipment or improvements
Kitchen equipment
Computers, tablets or other technology
Safety or security improvements
Improvements to indoor or outdoor child care spaces
Other equipment or facility improvements that strengthen your program
Repairs to any of the foregoing

The grants are not intended to pay ordinary operating expenses such as payroll, rent, utilities or debt service. A grant may fund all or part of a larger project. Grant funds may not reimburse expenses incurred before an award is made.
What will we consider when making awards?
We are particularly interested in investments that will help a child care provider:
Maintain or increase the number of child care slots available in Moore County;
Maintain or improve child care quality, including maintaining or improving a facility's star rating;
Address an important or pressing need at the facility; or
Provide a meaningful benefit to the children and families served.

We will also consider the number of children likely to benefit and whether the proposed expenditure represents a reasonable and effective use of funds. Each licensed facility may submit one application. The amount awarded may be less than requested, and submission does not guarantee funding.
The enclosed application asks for the information the selection committee will use. Applications will be evaluated using a published scoring rubric available at www.pfcfmc.org. The website will also contain substantive questions received from prospective applicants and our answers.

How do I apply?
Complete the enclosed application and physically deliver it to:
Partners for Children & Families
7720 NC Highway 22
Carthage, NC 28327
Applications must be received by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 30, 2026. Applications may not be submitted by email. PFCF reserves the right to extend the deadline if there is insufficient response.
Everyone who drops off a completed application will receive a small gift from Partners for Children & Families.
Questions may be directed to Stuart L. Mills, Executive Director, at 910-603-8650. Substantive questions and answers will be posted at www.pfcfmc.org without identifying the person or facility asking the question.


What happens after applications are submitted?
Applications will be reviewed by a three-person committee consisting of Linda Parsons, Chair of the Partners for Children & Families Board and President and CEO of the Moore County Chamber of Commerce; a member of the Early Childhood Education faculty at Sandhills Community College, and Stuart L. Mills, Executive Director of Partners for Children & Families.
Recipients must use funds only for the approved purpose, retain receipts and other expenditure records, and provide PFCF with a short report, including receipts, by March 31, 2027, describing how the funds were spent and the impact of the project.

A little about Partners for Children & Families
Partners for Children & Families has served as Moore County's Smart Start partnership since 1994. Our mission is to unite the community to effectively support and empower families, prepare children to succeed in school, and encourage lifelong learning, thereby contributing to the economic vitality of Moore County.
We know how challenging it is to provide high-quality child care and how important your work is to Moore County's children, families, employers and economy. We are grateful to the Duke Energy Foundation for this opportunity to invest in the child care businesses our community depends upon.
We hope you will apply.

Sincerely,
Stuart L. Mills
Stuart L. Mills
Executive Director
Partners for Children & Families


	
	



CHILD CARE MICROGRANT APPLICATION
Deadline: Wednesday, September 30, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.

Requests must be between $1,000 and $5,000. No estimates, financial statements, letters of support or other supporting documents are required.

1. About Your Child Care Facility

Name of Facility: _________________________________________________

Facility Address: _________________________________________________

Name of Owner/Director: ___________________________________________

Telephone: __________________________ Email: ________________________

Child Care License Number: _________________________________________

Type: ☐ Child Care Center ☐ Family Child Care Home

Current Star Rating: ______ Licensed Capacity: ______ Current Enrollment: ______

2. Your Grant Request

Amount Requested: $________________

What do you propose to purchase, repair or improve?
Describe specifically how the grant funds would be spent.







If total expense exceeds the grant requested, please explain how you expect to pay the remainder.








Why is this investment needed?

Describe the problem, need or opportunity.









What difference will this investment make?

Address child care slots, star rating/quality, facility needs, and/or other benefits to children and families.








How many children do you expect will benefit?

Approximately ______ children. Briefly describe how they will benefit.









	
	



3. Applicant Certification

By signing below, I understand and agree that:

Only one application may be submitted per licensed facility.

Submission does not guarantee an award; PFCF may award less than requested.

A grant may fund all or part of a larger project.

Funds may be used only for the approved purpose and may not reimburse pre-award expenditures.

Funds may not be used for payroll, rent, utilities, debt service or other ordinary operating expenses.

Recipients must retain receipts and other expenditure records.

Recipients must submit a detailed expenditure and impact report by March 31, 2027.

The information in this application is accurate to the best of my knowledge.

Name: _____________________________________ Title: __________________________

Signature: __________________________________ Date: __________________________


4. Submission

Physically deliver the completed application to Partners for Children & Families, 7720 NC Highway 22, Carthage, NC 28327, no later than 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 30, 2026. 

Applications may not be submitted by email.

PFCF reserves the right to extend the deadline if there is insufficient response. 

Everyone who drops off a completed application will receive a small gift.

Questions: Stuart L. Mills, Executive Director, 910-603-8650. Substantive questions and answers will be posted at www.pfcfmc.org without identifying the questioner.
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